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CCLU files lawsuit against WB Library, Mayor 
Interesting. 
 
 
The Milwaukee branch of the Christian Civil Liberties Union (CCLU) has filed a legal claim that says a book that is 
available in the West Bend Community Memorial Library is offensive. 
 
Robert C. Braun of West Allis, Joseph Kogelmann of Milwaukee, Robert Brough of West Bend and the Rev. 
Cleveland Eden of Milwaukee, representing the Milwaukeebased group, filed the claim with the city of West Bend 
clerk's office. Named in the claim are the city of West Bend, Mayor Kristine Deiss, the West Bend Library Board and 
Library Director Michael Tyree. The group is seeking $30,000 per plaintiff, Deiss’ resignation and a racist book be 
removed and publicly burned or destroyed as a deterrent to repeating the offensive conduct, the claim states. 
 
Pursuant to section 893.80 of the Wisconsin state statutes, the claim says the Library is engaged in having books on 
display that the plaintiffs consider to be obscene or racial in content and promote violence. The plaintiffs question why 
a taxpayer funded library makes literature available that has damaged the plaintiffs, the claim states.  
 
The book in question is “Baby Be-Bop,” by Francesca Lia Block, and should be removed from the Library, which is in 
the vicinity of a school, the claim states. It describes the book as being “explicitly vulgar, racial (sic) and anti-
Christian.” 
 
..... 
 
The claim states that specific words used in the book are derogatory and slanderous to all males, and dangerously 
offensive and disrespectful to all people. The claim says the words can permeate violence, and puts one's life in 
possible jeopardy, adults and children alike. 
 
